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Proposal:   Biology 630-354/554 Field Botany

 

Normally taught at the Pigeon Lake Field Station, this course has not been held for several years because of scheduling difficulties.  We expect to resume offering this course in at least alternate years.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE:
Course Learning Objectives: Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

-- use keys and related material to identify herbaceous plants in flowering condition and woody plants and pteridophytes with or without reproductive features

-- identify ca. 160 of the common, important and/or conspicuous vascular plants of the area

-- prepare herbarium specimens of vascular plants using appropriate 
collection and labelling techniques

 

Topic Outline:  Because virtually the entire course is taught in the field, the sequence and precise nature of topics depends on the place and dates that the course is taught.  The sequence below is typical for the workshops that have been taught at Pigeon Lake in June.

 


Introduction; use of keys

 


Northern dry-mesic forests

 


Northern mesic forests 

 


Sedge meadows 

 


Alder thickets 

 


Northern dry forests 

 


Bog 

 


Bog-fen complexes 

 


Northern wet forests 

 


Bracken-grassland 

 


Northern wet-mesic forests 

 


Collecting techniques

 


Collecting trip I

 


Collecting trip II

 


Shaded cliffs 

 


Anthropogenic communities

 


Marshes 

 

Methods for Evaluating Students:  Students will be graded on their performance on two field exams (the second one cumulative) and a collection of one-hundred plant specimens.  

 

Proposed Texts:
Courteney, B. and J. Zimmerman.  1992.  Wildflowers and Weeds.  
Prentice-Hall, NY.

 

Fassett, N.  1976.  Spring Flora of Wisconsin.  University of 
Wisconsin Press, Madison.

 

handouts will also be given.

 

Differences between graduate and undergraduate requirements:
Graduate students will be expected to take the same exams and make the same collection as undergraduates.  In addition, graduate students will write a report on the vegetation and/or flora of an appropriate field site.
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