UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER

CURRICULUM PROPOSAL FORM #2

CHANGE IN A DEGREE, MAJOR, OR SUBMAJOR
Check Exactly One:
	Change in:
	____
	Degree
	__X
	Major
	____
	Submajor

	Deletion of:
	
	
	____
	Major
	____
	Submajor


Total Number of Credits in Program:
(if "change in" is checked - even if credits remain the same)

	36____
	Before Change
	
	36____
	After Change


Program Title:          Master of Science in Management Computer Systems                       
                           

Sponsor(s):              Bob Horton, Bob Leitheiser                                                      
Department(s):         Management Computer Systems, Management                               
College(s):              Letters and Sciences, Business and Economics                                 
                           

Other Programs Affected:                                                                                                        

                           

Effective Term:        Fall 2002                                 

Submit the following:

I.               Exact description of request 

The Title of the program changes

         FROM:         Master of Science in Management Computer Systems 

         TO:             Master of Science in Computer Information Systems

The requirements of the program change 

         FROM:        MCS 730 Information Systems Project Management

                           MCS 740 Information Systems Strategy and Policy

                           MCS 750 Advanced Development Methodology

                           MCS 760 Topics in Information Technology

                           MCS 770 Advanced Database Design

                           MCS 780 Networks and Technology

                           MCS 781 Management Computer Systems Project I: Research

                           MCS 782 Management Computer Systems Project II: Implementation

                           Application Domain Elective

                           Application Domain Elective

                           IS Elective

                           IS Elective

     TO:             MANGEMNT 734 Introduction To Computer Based Information Systems

MANGEMNT 743 Database Management 

MCS 724 Object-Oriented Programming I

MCS 744 Object-Oriented Programming II

MCS 754 Object-Oriented Analysis & Design

MCS 774 Web Development

MCS 725 e-Business: Technology, Applications and Issues

MCS 735 Telecommunications and Networking

MCS 785 Information Systems Project Management

MCS 740 Information Systems Strategy And Policy

IS Elective

IS Elective

See attachment for the new set of program objectives

II.             Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or College/Department goals and objectives 

The Select Mission of the University includes a charge to “offer graduate education built clearly upon its undergraduate emphasis and strengths with particular emphasis in the fields of business and education”. The proposed graduate degree change is a direct extension of the current undergraduate MCS degree which has been nationally recognized for its quality and excellence.

In addition, part of the Core Mission of the University Cluster institutions is to “support activities designed to promote the economic development of the state”. Businesses throughout the state of Wisconsin need highly knowledgeable and skilled information systems professionals to stay competitive in the changing economic climate. Recently, Wisconsin officials and business leaders have been working to bolster the high-tech sector in the state. One of their main issues is the tight market for IT workers with demand far outstripping supply. This degree program speaks directly to this need for a larger pool of IT labor.

III.           Rationale
This proposal represents a basic and fundamental change in the philosophy, direction and purpose of the graduate MCS degree.  

The current Masters degree program, being phased out this year, was designed to serve existing IT professionals who wished to acquire IT management, strategy and policy skills as well as an appreciation of advanced technology topics. These part time students attended classes in the evening at a convenient UW-Waukesha location and were looking to both improve their worth to their organization as well as advance their careers.

The revised Masters program being proposed will instead serve students with minimal technical backgrounds who wish to retrain in the computer area to acquire entry level Web application development skills. The model will be full time, primarily day, graduate students on the UW-Whitewater campus, although with sufficient faculty resources, part-time, evening students could also be accommodated.

As opposed to the MCS undergraduate curriculum, which is revised every 2 to 3 years to reflect the rate of technical innovation in the field, this graduate degree revision is not being driven by the rapid change in the computer industry, but by graduate degree market forces and speaks directly to the national and state-wide need for substantial numbers of new IT personnel.

IV.           Cost implications 

The proposed graduate program can be supported with existing staff. The number of graduate course section offerings necessary to implement this program will not change from the program it replaces.

The technology to support this proposal is similar to that needed for the undergraduate MCS major. However, the client machines, servers, application software, networking/communication hardware/software, security, integration software, application servers, development software, etc. are extensive, complex, and costly to acquire and, more critically, to maintain. The obsolescence cycle for this technology is about 18 months requiring constant upgrades and replacements. In addition faculty development/training in these new technical areas is critical and day to day technical support is required from full time knowledgeable technicians to keep the lab and its services/facilities running.

MCS has dealt with these issues by forming an industrial partnership called the MCS Business Partnership Consortium which has pledged $100,000 annually to the program to help meet these needs.

With this Consortium aid, MCS has managed to deal effectively with the equipment, software and faculty training issues. This funding stream is absolutely vital to the maintenance of a viable, quality program and would have to be replaced from an alternate source if it should ever be cut off. In addition, the program has a critical need for a technical support staff person. We are aware that the UW-Platteville, Stevens Point and Oshkosh computer degree programs have such a staff person assigned to them. It’s conceivable that this person could also teach during the semester. 

The program currently has two sources of technical support (1) interested faculty on an ad hoc, part time basis, (2) two part time students - one on a Harley-Davidson scholarship and the other hired by Quad/Graphics to provide MCS with support. This is simply not sufficient to keep the computer labs and equipment up and running on a daily basis. Indeed the recent Nimda computer virus kept the MCS servers down for a week because no one had sufficient time to deal with the problem effectively.

It should also be pointed out that the courses in this program will be open to all UW-W graduate students with the appropriate prerequisites/background. They will not be restricted to just students enrolled in the program.

