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Course justification:


The course broadens the educational choices available to graduate students who wish to learn about other nations and cultures.  Most courses on contemporary social relations, processes, and issues concentrate on the American experience.  The course integrates features of studying a contemporary society by having students examine in-depth the social processes in one advanced industrial non-Western society.  Students who have learned about the language, literature, religion, history, economics or geography of Japan can extend and synthesize their learning by studying the people and social institutions of contemporary Japan.  

The Sociology Department offers few graduate-level courses and wants to expand its offerings.  This course will be of interest to in-service social studies and language-arts teachers.  It will help those who need a course for graduate credit and coursework on Non-Western societies.

 

Relationship to program assessment objectives:


This course fills provides students with knowledge on the issues and events occurring contemporary Asia, reinforces and extends learning in language, humanities and others courses on Japan, and helps students to make comparisons across cultural-national boundaries.  In the course, students will do the following, 

(a) (a)     acquire a global perspective on current events and peoples outside the Western cultural experience,

(b) (b)     develop a foundation of content knowledge about one nation that will improve their ability to interpret  events and situations in contemporary Japan, 

(c) (c)     understand cultural assumptions, implicit knowledge, and social relationships that will help students to communicate and interact with Japanese people and organizations,  

(d) (d)     extend cognitive skills of synthesizing and evaluating the social process and relationships in one society based on information from multiple viewpoints and formats, 

(e) (e)     expand awareness of the range of spiritual-cultural values and beliefs, styles of living, social arrangements, and issues that affect people in a contemporary society;

(f) (f)      practice skills communicating about the social-cultural knowledge they learned in written and oral forms.

 

Budgetary impact:

The course requires no additional resources.  An existing faculty member has the needed preparation to teach the course.  Extramural funds are available to purchase instructional materials and library resources.  This course will be added to the course rotation of upper-division courses being taught.  In addition, this course may attract additional students on other UW-System campuses using distance education technologies.  The course may be offered with an option for students who to continue their study with a complementary travel-study course to Japan.

 

Course description:

This course examines contemporary Japanese society.  It includes a study of social institutions, processes, and culture of Japan.  The course examines following areas, (a) culture (beliefs, customs, social identity); (b) social institutions (family, religion, education, work, media); (c) societal processes (socialization, deviance, urbanization); (d) inequalities (gender, income, race-ethnic, region), and (e) the politics, economy, and international position of Japan.

 

Course requisites:  Graduate Standing or consent of Instructor.

 

If dual listed, list graduate level requirements:

The course requirements of the undergraduate equivalent (350) differ for graduate students.  Graduate students will complete all requirements as undergraduates, plus the following: 

Content: Graduate students will prepare one extra paper topic, for more content.

Intensity:  Undergraduates have an option of either a set of short-essays or a book report.  Graduates 

must complete both assignments making their learning experience more intense.

Self Directed:  Graduates-only must write a term paper based on self-directed library research and readings.


Not applicable


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:


See Attached


Bibliography:
See Attached

 

COURSE OUTLINE

SOCIOLOGY 550

CONTEMPORARY JAPANESE SOCIETY
3 credits (see 4th credit option below)

INTRODUCTION
This course reviews the social institutions, political-economic structures, and social relations in contemporary Japan.  While it is sensitive to Japan's historical and cultural context, the course primarily focuses on the present and immediate past.  It focuses on the following areas:

(a) culture (beliefs, customs, social identity and communication patterns).

(b) major social institutions (family, religion, education, work, media).

(c) societal processes (socialization, conformity-deviance, urbanization).

(d) social stratification and inequality (by gender, income, race-ethnic group, region)

(e) politics, economic growth and international relations

 

BOOKS and INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

BOOKS
1 .Yoshio Sugimoto. 1997. An Introduction to Japanese Society.  Cambridge University Press.

2. Feiler, Bruce S. 1991. Learning How to Bow: Inside the Heart of Japan. Houghton Mifflin.

3. Takada, Noriko and Rita Lampkin. 1997. The Japansese Way: Aspects of Behavior, Attitudes and Customs of the Japanese. Passport Books.

 

BOOK REPORT BOOKS: (Select one).

1. 1.       Kondo, Dorinne K. 1990. Crafting selves: Power, gender and discourses of identity in a 


Japanese workplace. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. HD6197 .K658 1990

2. Raz, Aviad E. 1999. Riding the Black Ship: Japan and Tokyo Disneyland. Harvard University 


Asia Center. GV1853.4.J32 T657 1999

3. LeBlanc, Robin M. 1999. Bicycle Citizens: The Political World of the Japanese Housewife. 


University of California Press. HQ1236.5.J3 L43 1999

4. Fowler, Edward. 1996. San'ya Blues: Laboring Life in Contemporary Tokyo. Cornell Uniersity


Press. HD5854.2.J3 F68 1996

5. Garon, Sheldon. 1997. Molding Japanese Minds: The State in Everyday Life. Princeton University
Press. HN723 .G39 1997

6. Sato, Ikuya. 1991. Kamikaze biker: parody and anomy in affluent Japan. University of Chicago Press. HV6491.J3 S29 1991.

 

EXAMS AND GRADING

General Information


Grading is "performance-based."  There is no "curve" with a fixed number of A's, B's, etc., and no competition among students.  To get a certain grade, a student must demonstrate he/she attained certain level of knowledge/skill.  Everyone in the class can get A's or no one, it all depends on how many students achieve a given level of mastery. 


Grades are a percentage of "course points." I only record points.  Course grades are the percentage of points accumulated by the end of the semester.  The points-to-grade scale is as follows: A = 90.00-100%, B= 80.0-89.99%, C = 70.0-79.99%, D = 60.0-69.99%.  

 








Points
Percentage

Exams (Midterm, Final)


100
40%

Short Reports

3 Reports on Video Reports

30
12%

Papers 

Term Paper




60
24%

3 short cultural papers


30
12%


1 book report



30
12%



Total



250
100%

 

Two Exams 

There will be a midterm (worth 50 points) and final exam (worth 50 points).  The exams will have multiple-choice, matching, fill-in blank, and short-answer questions.

Three Video Reports (10 points each)

Each student is to view, outside of class, videotapes from an approved list and write a 1-page paper on each.  This list includes full-length Japanese motion pictures with English subtitles and educational videos.  The papers must be typed and describe how major themes shown in the videotape relate to course readings/lecture/discussion.

Papers

Three short cultural papers (10 points each)

Students selecting this option conduct research and prepare 2-page papers (typed double-spaced) that describe an aspect of Japanese culture (e.g., Tea Ceremony, Kabuki, Sumo, Baseball, Gardens, the Bath, Pop Music, Manga or comics).  The topic must be approved in advance and students must provide detailed documentation/sources.

Book Report (30 points)

Student will read one book from the list of 6 books and prepare an 5-page (typed, double-spaced) report on the book. 

Term Paper (60 points)

Students will conduct library research on a topic in contemporary Japan and identify 5 academic sources (articles, book chapters) or the equivalent in other source materials, and prepare a 6 page paper (typed, double-spaced).  Appropriate sources from required readings should also be included.

 

COURSE OUTLINE
I. INTRODUCTION


A. Geography, History and Demography of Japan


B. Brief Summary Japanese History to 1990



1. Pre-Meiji civilization



2. Meiji transformation



3. Taisho era and transition to an international power



4. Militarism and the war years



5. U.S. Occupation era



6. MITI and rapid economic growth



7. Burst of the Bubble

 


Required Readings:



Takada: Units 11 (Calendar), 26 (Earthquakes), 30 (Flag), 36 (Geography), 45 (Imperial



Family), 63 (Population)



Feidler, Chapters 1-2


Handouts: Map of Japan, Fact Sheets


View Video: Introduction to "Korkoro" video series (1998, 30 min).*

 

II. CULTURAL IDENTITY, SELF AND BASIC VALUES


A. The Japanese Language


B. Subjectivity and Sense of Self


C. Interaction Patterns


D. Japanese Etiquette

 


Required Readings:



Yoshimoto, Chapter 1, "The Japan Phenomenon and the Social Sciences"



Feidler, Chapters 3-5

 

 

 

 

 

Takada: Units 5-10 (Abbreviations, Addresses, Arts & Crafts, Asking Directions, Bathing, Body Language, Borrowed Words, Bowing, Brand Names, Business Cards), 13-14 (Compliments), 18 (Dialects), 21-24 (Directness, Discussion, Dress, Drinking), 32-34 (Food, Footware, Foreigners), 37 (Gifts), 41 (Honorific Speech), 47 (Introductions), 62 (Politeness), 64 (Privacy), 70 (Signatures and Seals), 78 (Time), 86 (Written Language), 87 (Yes and No).


View Video: Selection from "Kokoro" series on sincerity (1998, 30 min)*

 

III. SOCIALIZATION AND LIFE CYCLE


A. Childhood - Preschool


B. Childhood - Early Schooling years


C. Adolescence


D. Young Adulthood


E. Middle and Late Adulthood


F. Elderly


Required Reading:



Yoshimoto: Chapter 3 "Geographical and Generational Variations"



Feidler: Chapters 8-12


Reserve:


Hashimoto, Akiko. 1997. "Designing Family Values." Japan Quarterly 


View Video: "Japan, the Electronic Tribe" (1987, 57 min)*

 

IV. FAMILY LIFE


A. Demographics of Marriage and Family


B. Courtship and Marriage Ceremony


C. Married Life


D. Divorce in Japan


E. A Comparison of U.S. and Japanese Patterns

 


Required Readings:



Feidler: Chapters 6-7, 17-18, 

Takada: Units 16-17 (Dating & Marriage, Death & Funerals), 29 (Family), 46 (Individuals & Couples), 51 (Love and Affection) 


Reserve:



Kwanishi, Yuko "Breaking Up Still Hard to Do." Japan Quarterly (1998) 



View Video: "Aging: When Traditional Mechanisms Vanish" (45 min)

 

V. THE EDUCATION SYSTEM


A. Overview of Japanese Education



1. Enrollment patterns



2. Funding and staffing



3. Curriculum


B. Precollege Schooling



1. Kindergarten through Middle School



2. The Japanese High School


C. Higher Education in Japan


D. School to work transition


E. The social position of teachers and scholars

 


Required Readings:



Yoshimoto: Chapter 5, "Diversity and Unity in Education"



Fielder: Chapters 14-15, 19-24



Takara: Unit 27 (Education)


Reserve: "Where Children Rule" New York Times Magazine

View Video: "Schools of Thought: Children in America and Japan" (1994, 55 min)*

 

III. URBAN AND RURAL COMMUNITIES


A. The Community in Japan



1. Rural Village Life



2. Urban Neighborhood Life


B. Major Urban/Rural Patterns


C. Policing and Social Control


D. Transportation System

 


Required Readings:



Fielder: Chapter 16-17



Takata: Units 15 (Crime and Safety), 43 (Housing), 80-81 (Toilets, Travel), 83 (Visiting 



Private Homes)


Reserve:



Mansfield, Stephen "Tokyo, the Organic Labyrinth" Japan Quarterly (1998).


View Video: "Tokyo: Eclectic Metropolis" (1997, 30 min.)

VI. GENDER AND SEXUALITY


A. Gender Rules and Roles


B. Adult Patterns



1. Women in the Workplace



2. The "housewife" role in Japan


C. Sexuality in Japanese Culture



1. Sexuality and Sexual Fantasy in Japan



2. Gender identity/gender bending


D. Japanese feminism and changes


E. Evolving Japanese masculinity

 


Required Readings:



Yoshimoto: Chapter 6, "Gender Stratification and the Family System"



Takata: Unit 53 (Male and Female Speech)


Reserve:



Yoshihama, Mieko. "Domestic Violence: Japan's 'Hidden Crime'" Japan Quarterly1999).

 

VIII. ASCETETICS, RELIGION AND RITUAL


A. Principles of Japanese Aesthetics



1. Basic Concepts



2. Applications




a. Japanese conceptions of beauty in art, music and drama




b. How the Japanese view the natural world




c. Japanese literature


B. Religion in Japan



1. Major Religious Traditions



2. Christian



3. Buddhist and Confucian influence



4. Shinto practice and influence


C. Rituals and Festivals in Japan



1. Matsuri



2. O-Bon

 


Required Readings:



Takada: Units 12 (Cherry viewing), 31 (Flowers and plants), 40 (Holidays and 



Festivals), 55 (Mt. Fuji), 66 Religion, 69 (Shrines and Temples), 77 (Theatre), 89 



(Zoological Calendar)


Reserve:


 Hardacre, Helen Chapter 1 “The World View of the New Relgions” (Pp. 3-28 only) from 



Kurozumikoyō and the New Religions of Japan (1986)



 Plutschow, Herbert. "Matsuri in Everyday Japan" Japan Quarterly.(1997)


Religion from "Kokoro" series (1998, 30 min.)*

 

IX. MASS MEDIA AND POPULAR CULTURE


A. Mass media



1. Japanese cinema



2. Television/Video



3. The Print Media, including Manga


B. Holiday and Family Event 



1. Marking family and life cycle events




a. Pregnancy and birth




b. Childhood milestones to adulthood ceremonies




c. Getting married and setting up house




d. Retirement and death - funerals and ancestors



2. Marking group and community events



3. Marking the seasons and national events


C. Popular culture - fads and fashion

 


Required Readings:



Yoshimoto: Chapter 9, "Popular Culture and Everyday Life"



Takada, following units:  32, Food and eating 49, (Leisure), 56, (Music and Dance)



61 (Pinball, pachinko) 65, (Reading material), 67, (Seasons), 68, (Shopping),



72, (Sports), 74 (Telephones), 75, (Television, radio, movies), 82, (Vending machines)


Reserve:




Callans, Jennifer "Craving Edible Souvenirs" Japan Quarterly (1998)




Neff, Richard "Tradition Reigns at Japan's Onsen" Japan Quarterly (1999)

 

IX. SOCIAL STRATIFICATION AND INEQUALITY


A. Social Class in Japanese Society


B. Social Mobility and the Class System


C. Racial Minorities and New Immigrants

 


Required Readings:



Yoshimoto: Chapter 2, "Class and Stratification, An Overview," Chapter 7, "Minority 



Groups, Ethnicity and Discrimination"


Reserve: Leveille, Johanne & M. Nuttall. "Being Korean in Japan." Japan Quarterly (1998)

View Video: "Struggle and Success: The African American Experience in Japan" (1994, 85 min.)

X.  THE ECONOMY AND WORKPLACE


A. School to Work Transition and the Salari-man.


B. Work outside the "Lifetime Employment" Sector


C. The Salariman syndrome


D. The structure of the Japanese Economy, kiertsu and small business.


E. The "Developmental State Thesis" and an export-led economy


F. International trade and MNC's

 


Required reading:



Yoshimoto: Chapter 4, "Varieties of Work and Labor", Chapter 8, "Collusion and 



Competition in the Establishment"



Takada: Units 78 (Time and punctuality), 85 (Working hours)


Reserve:



Yamada, Atsuhi.  "Death of a Salaryman." Japan Quarterly (1999).



View Video: "Inside Japan, Inc." from Pacific Century Series (1992, 58 min)*

 

 

 

XII. POLITICAL SYSTEM and JAPAN AS AN INTERNATIONAL ACTOR


A. Electoral System and Party System


B. Political Machines, "Pork Barrel" and Corruption


C. Voting and Campaigns


D. Citizen Politics and Environmentalism


E. A world power and a regional power


F. International Development/Humanitarian Assistance


Required Reading:



Yoshimoto, Chapter 10. "Friendly Authoritarianism"


Reserve: 



Ogawa Kazuhisa "Substantive Debate Needed on Defense Partnership" Japan Quarterly 


(1999)

 

OPTION FOR 4 Credits.

This option is for a one-week study-tour component to Japan.  Students will visit the following:


1. Kyoto – sites of major temples


2. Tokyo – urban sites, the Edo museum


3. Nishnomiya – school and university

On-site lecture tours will be conducted on the following topics


1. Korean minority and inequality


2. Gender relations in Japan


3. Religious practice in daily life


4. Education/schooling in Japan


5. Urban/rural life differences and the urban neighborhood

Written evaluation – Students will expand their term paper (see above) to include either a lesson-plan or a on-site documentation of the same topic as the paper.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example Itinerary Tokyo and the surrounding area
 1 week Spring Break program, Optional 1 additional credit

Designed for students wanting to take 550 for 4 credits

Predeparture Preparation


Readings: Section in syllabus on urban/rural relations, Japanese religion, gender 

relations, foods, and schooling


Video: Neighborhood Tokyo (also read excepts of book by same name)


Video: Tokyo Architecture   
Note: UWW has these videos


Recommended special purchase for week travel study: Tokyo  (Lonely Planet)

Day 1 
Saturday, Leave Chicago about noon to Narita airport Tokyo

Day 2 
Sunday, Arrive Narita airport mid-day, train from airport to hotel


Evening: Review of subway/train system and money, unpack, recover from jet lag 


Take tour of street area around the hotel.

Day 3 
Monday


Morning: Discussion on major religious/historic sites, leave 10 am


Afternoon: visit Nikko (1.5 hours by train North of Tokyo)


Evening: visit Utsunomyia downtown area near train station, middle sized town

Day 4
Tuesday


Morning: Discussion of Japanese urban spaces visit Ueno park district (Northwest area) nearby museums


Afternoon, visit Tokyo Edo museum and Sumo museum, Shitanomachi history museum 


Evening, visit Asakusa distict and Sensoji Temple area Catch river boat and ride down river, overview of several architectural sites

Day 5
Wednesday


Morning: take train to Kamakura (ancient capitol), visit shire/temple district


Afternoon, travel to Hakone area (1.5 hours, Southeast of Tokyo)  See craft shops and Edo-era guard house museum, view of Mt.Fuji


Evening, return late, review day

Day 6 
Thursday


Morning: tour visit Tsukiji fish market (world’s largest)


Afternoon, tour of a high school, discussions with students


Evening, Walking tour of residential area then to Roppongi district 

Day 7
Friday


Morning: visit Imperial Palace grounds and Yasukuni-jinja Shire (war dead)


Afternoon, visit Meiji Shrine and tour Harajuku district (see street youth)

Evening, tour Ikebukuro and Shinjuku districts (postmodern urbanscape), contemporary Japanese youth culture

Day 8 
Saturday


Morning-Afternoon, matinee theatre performance at historic Kabuki-za theatre see traditional Kabuki play (11:00 am – 1:30 pm) English earphones.  Ticket prices 1500 yen plus 1000 for earphones


Evening, tour of Ginza shopping district

Day 9 
Sunday


Pack, take train to airport, leave Narita mid-day, arrive Chicago mid-day.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example Itinerary

Sociology 550, 4 week summer program

4 Graduate Credits

 

Pre-assigned Readings:
Fielder, Learning How to Bow and packet of articles 

Pre-Day 1 (Mon)
Full-day orientation at UW-Whitewater



9:00-10:00 am 
Self-Introductions, Expectations of the Class, Roommate


Selection, and Review Itinerary

10:00-11:00 am
Lecture 1 Overview of Geography/History of Japan


11:00-11:30 am
View 20 minute video, Kokoro

11:30-12:15 am
DISCUSSION of Pre-assigned reading & cultural values


12:15-1 pm 
Lunch on own

1 pm –2 pm  
Video, Japanese Traditions and Customs




2:00-2:30 pm 
Lecture 2: Japanese Etiquette, Food, Religions

2:45-5:00 pm
Take van to Holiday Inn, Arlington Heights, IL (near O’Hare) 

5:30 pm

Check into hotel

6:00-7:30 pm 
Walk across road to Matsuwa (Japanese Shopping Center) for dinner in food court 

Pre-Day 2 (Tue)
Van takes participants early to O’Hare for check in.  A direct flight to Kansai International Airport leaves O’Hare at 8:00 am
DAY 1 (Wed)
Arrive about 3:30 pm at Kansai International Airport, transfers/train to Sports Center at Kwansai Gaukin Univ. in Nishomiya. Check into Sports Center 6:00 pm.  Dinner in cafeteria, rest and recover from trip.

 

DAY 2 (Thurs):

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at K-G U. Cafeteria




9:00-9:45 am
Welcoming Meeting, introductions




11:00-12:00 pm
Language Lesson: Elementary Japanese phases




12-1:00

Lunch at K-G U Cafeteria

`


1:00-2:00
Walking tour of campus area

2:15-3:45 pm
Lecture 3: The Kansai/Kinki regions of Japan




4:00-5:15 pm
Lecture 4: Early History of Japan




6:00-7:30 pm
Dinner at restaurant in Nishinomiya




7:30 pm -
FREE TIME/rest and recover from jet lag

DAY 3 (Fri):

7:45-8:30 am
Breakfast at K-G U. Cafeteria

8:30 Leave
All Day Field Trip to Kyoto [coordinate with the Gion Matsuri]

Kyoto Imperial Palace, Nijyo Castle, Kinkakuji Temple, Ryoanji Temple, Ninnaji Temple, Costume Museum (lunch on way)

6:30-8:30 pm
Dinner at Japanese restaurant in Kyoto, discussion of day




8:30-9:30 pm
Train return to Nishinomiya


DAY 4 (Saturday)
Field Trip to Kyoto [try to coordinate with Gion Matsuri]

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at K-G U Cafeteria

8:45-9:45 am
Lecture 5: Japanese gardens and shrines

10:00 AM
Leave for Field Trip to Kyoto [1 of 4 day Kansai rail pass]



Tour of neighborhoods, craft workshops 




8:00-9:00 pm
Return to Nishinomiya


DAY 5 (Sunday)

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at K-G-U Cafeteria

8:45-10:00 am
FREE TIME (do laundry, attend religious services, sleep late)




10:00-11:00 am
Discussion and reactions

11:45-12:30
Lunch at K-G-U Cafeteria

12:45 pm
Leave for Trip to Kyoto [2 of 4 day Kansai rail pass]



8:00 pm

Return to Nishonomiya

 

 

 

 

DAY 6 (Monday)

7:45-8:30 am
Breakfast at K-G U Cafeteria




8:30-10:00 am
Lecture 6: Korean Minority in Japan at K-G University




10:00-10:30 am
Transit

10:30-11:45 am
Train to Osaka [3 of 4 day rail pass]

12:00-1:00 pm
Lunch at Train station, ¾  Day Field Trip to Osaka.  Tour

Korean, Burakumin sections and Yoseba (day laborer market)




6:00-7:00 pm
Dinner in Osaka area

7:30-8:45 pm
Return to Nishinomiya, get handout of Japanese   religions

DAY 7 (Tuesday)
7:45-8:15 am
Breakfast at K-G U Cafeteria

8:30 am
leave
All Day Field Trip to ancient capital of Nara [4 of 4 day rail pass] Lunch and dinner on tour.  




8:00-9:00 pm
Return to Nishinomiya

DAY 8 (Wed)

7:45-8:30 am
Breakfast at K-G U. Cafeteria




8:30-10:00 am
Lecture 7: Japanese Lifestyles and Neighborhoods


(by K-G Sociology Faculty)




10:15-noon
Lecture 8: Community Organizations in Japan 


(by K-G Sociology Faculty)




12:00-12:45 pm
Lunch at K-G U Cafeteria




1:00-3:30 pm
Visit Community Organization, Nishnomiya

4:00-5:15 pm
Lecture 9: Forms of social inequality in Japan (by K-G Sociology Faculty)

6:00-7:30 pm
Dinner at K-G-U Cafeteria




7:30 pm -
FREE TIME

DAY 9 (Thrs)

7:45-8:30 pm
Breakfast at K-G-U Cafeteria

8:30 am
All Day Field Trip to Ama-no-hashidate (about 2 hour train trip). Visit rural area near Miyazu, dinner in Miyazu.  

Discussions of the “back side” of Japan and rural areas.


7:00-9:00 pm
Return to Nishnomiya

DAY 10 (Fri)

(Fri)

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at K-G U cafeteria

9:00-10:15
Lecture 10: K-12 School Issues, (by K-G Sociology Faculty)




10:30-11:30
Visit K-G High School  




11:45-1:00
Lunch at K-G U cafeteria with students

1:15-2:30
Lecture 11: Gender Identity in Japan (by K-G Sociology Faculty)




2:30-3:30
View Video: Dream Girls (on Takarazuma Revue)

3:30-4:00 pm
Discussion of Video and Gender Issues

4:00-6:30 pm
Travel to Takarazuma and dinner in Takarazuma

7:00 pm

Evening Field Trip to Takarazuma Revue

DAY 11 (Sat)

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at K-G U. Cafeteria



8:45-9:45 am
Lecture 12: Atomic Bomb and Japan



10:00-noon
DISCUSSION



noon-12:45
Lunch at K-G U. Cafeteria




12:45-6:00
FREE TIME: Study/Work on term papers and projects




6:00-7:00 pm
Farewell Dinner/Party in Nishnomiya




7:00 pm -
FREE TIME and Time to Pack

DAY 12 (Sun)

8:00-8:30 am
Breakfast at K-G U. Cafeteria




8:30-9:30 am
FREE TIME: [Ship part of luggage to Tokyo]

9:45 am
Leave Nishnomiya (Day 1 of 14 Day J-Rail Pass), lunch on train




1:30 pm

Arrive Hiroshima




2-2:30 pm
Check into Hiroshima Ekimae Green Hotel 

2:30-5:30 pm

Go to Hiroshima Peace Museum (closes 5:30)/Peace Park

6-7 pm

Dinner in Hiroshima shopping district, eat local food 




7:30-8:30 pm
Return to Hotel, DISCUSSION “Radiation Victims”

8:30 pm

FREE TIME, rest

DAY 13 (Mon)

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at Hotel

9 am-
Leave for all Day Field Trip to Miyajima (famous shire  area),
lunch there tour area, informal lecture on its historical and cultural significance




7:00 pm

Return to Hotel, dinner nearby

DAY 14 (Tue)

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at Hotel




8:45-9:15 pm
Check out of Hotel

10:00 am
Train for Tokyo (Day 3 of 14 Day Rail Pass) lunch on train




4:00 pm

Arrive Tokyo



4-5:00 pm
Transfers to International House of Japan, check in

6:30-7:30 pm

Dinner in Ropponji District (observe highly diverse district)

DAY 15 (Tue)

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at I-House



9:00-10:00 am
Lecture 13: Urbanization in Japan [I-HOUSE] 

10:15-11:30
Lecture 14: Tokyo City, the Metropolis [I-HOUSE]

11:30-noon
Transit

12:00-1:00 pm

Lunch near Meiji Shrine

1:00-6:00 pm
½ Day Field Trip Tokyo, Imperial Palace, Asakusa, Ueno Tokyo Edo Museum




6:00 pm

Dinner in Ueno area







7:00 pm

Boat down river





8:00 pm -
Back to I-House

DAY 16 (Wed)

7:30-8:15 am
Breakfast at I-House




8:30-9:00 am
Transit to Meiji Shrine




9:00-10:00 am
Visit Meiji Shine

11:00-noon
Harajuku Area (Lecture 15: Youth Culture in Japan on tour)




noon-1:00
Lunch in area




1:00-1:30
Transit

1:30-2:30
Japan US Education Center Lecture 16: Higher Education by US-Japan Educational Commission staff

2:00-2:30 pm
Transit to Sophia University

2:30-3:00 pm
Lecture 17: Japanese business [Sophia University business faculty]



3:15-4:15 pm
Transit

DAY 17 (Thur)

7:45-8:30 am
Breakfast at I-House




8:30-9:30 am
FREE TIME Study/Work on Papers, Do Laundry, Etc.

9:30 am-2:00 pm
1/2 Day Field Trip: Tokyo. Subway/ See day 

laborer section and homeless people in subway area near Ueno ‘
Park. Lunch on way

3:00-4:30 pm
Lecture 18: Immigrants to Japan, [Sophia University, Comparative Cultures Faculty]



4:30-5:00 pm
DISCUSSION 




5:00-6:30 pm
Transit



4:45-7:45 pm
Kabuki-za Performance, dinner at theatre

7:45-8:00 pm
Transit, return to I-House 6:30-7:30  pm Dinner near I-House


7:30-8:00 pm
Packing Time, discuss 
DAY 18  (Fri)

7:30-8:15
Breakfast at I-House

8:15-9:00
Check out and Transit [Ship luggage to Sendai hotel]

9:00
Leave for Tokyo Station Train to Ustsunomiya then Nikko (2 hours) (Day 6 of 14 DAY J-RAIL PASS)


All Day Field Trip: Nikko, lunch in Nikko area

5:00 pm

Return to Nikko Station, continue on train to Sendai




7:00-7:45 pm
Check into Sendai Fuji Hotel




7:45-8:45 pm
Dinner in Sendai Shopping district

DAY 19 (Sat)

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at Hotel




8:45-10:00 am
Lecture 19: Religion and Northern Japan




10:00-10:15 am
Break




10:15-11:30am
Elementary Japanese




11:30-1:00 pm
Lunch near hotel and FREE TIME




1:00 – 5:00 pm
Bus and Walking Tour of Sendai




5:00 pm -
FREE TIME, dinner on own Study/Work on Papers


DAY 20 (Sun)

7:45-8:15 am
Breakfast at Hotel





8:15 – 9:15am
FREE TIME




9:15-9:30 am
Transit to Train Station



All-day Field Trip the Matsushima Bay area, includes 

visits to the Godiado and Zuiganji Temples.  Discussion of the area’s significance as a historical, commercial and scenic site. (Day 8 of 14 Day Rail Pass).  Lunch and dinner in area.




6:00-7:30 pm
Return to Hotel




7:30 pm -
FREE TIME

Day 21 (Mon)
8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at Hotel


8:45-9:00 am
Transit to University

9:00-9:30 am
Welcoming reception Tohoku University.

9:30-10:00 am
Orientation to University campus

10:15-11:30 am
Lecture 20: The Social Consciousness of Japan (Sociology Department faculty, Tohoku University)

11:30-12:30 pm
Lunch at Tohoku U. student cafeteria

12:30-
½ day Field Trip Visit Aobe castle site, Gokoku Shrine, Sendai Museum, and travel to Rinnoji Temple and garden


Lecture 21: Temple/garden: Ascetics of Japanese gardens

6:00-7:00 pm
Dinner in hotel area

Day 22 (Tue)
8:00-8:45
Breakfast at Hotel


8:45-9:15 am
Transit Time


9:15-10:30
Lecture 22: Mass Media in Japan


10:30-noon
DISCUSSION 4




Lunch

At Tohoku U. student cafeteria

1:00 pm-
FREE TIME  Study/Work on Papers, dinner on own

Day 23
(Wed)

7:45-8:15 am
Breakfast at Hotel




8:15-9:30 am
Transit Time

9:30-11:15 am
Lecture 23: Japan’s Internationalization (Tohoku University faculty) 

11:15-11:45 am
Transit/view park

11:45-2:45 pm
Lunch:  International Center of Sendai City, tour of center and learn about city’s efforts to Internationalize and offer services to  foreigners/immigrants to Japan.

3:00-5:00 pm
FREE TIME Study/Work on Papers (at Sendai 

International Center Library)

5:00-6:00 pm
Return to Hotel

6:00-8:00 pm
Farewell Dinner, Tohoku University

Day 24 (Thur)

7:30-8:15 am
Breakfast at Hotel




8:15-8:30 am
Transit to Train Station


All-Day Field Trip to Morioka (Day 12 of 14 Day Rail Pass) Tour historic district near train station and have lunch at famous Udon noodle shop







12:30 pm
Welcoming at University and lunch

2:00-2:15
Lecture 24, “Social Change and Diversity in Iwate” at

Iwate Prefecture University by Comparative Cultures Faculty




2:15-2:30 pm
Break
2:30-3:30 pm
Lecture 25: Japanese Family System by Comparative Cultures Faculty




3:30-5:00 pm
Tour old Japanese farm house museum




5:00-7:00 pm
Dinner




7:30 pm

Catch train for Sendai




8:30 pm

Return to Hotel, FREE TIME/Packing

Day 25 (Fri)

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast




8:45-9:45 pm
FREE TIME/Packing




9:45-10:45 am
Check out of Hotel




10:45-11:00 am
Transit Time

11:00-3:00 pm
Train to Yokohama (Day 13 of 14 Day Rail Pass)Lunch on train,




3:00-3:30 pm
Check into Hotel



3:30-5:00 pm
Orientation to Area




5:30-6:30 pm
Dinner near hotel




7:00 pm -
FREE TIME 

Day 26 (Sat)

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at Hotel




8:45-9:00 am
Transit

9:00am –2 pm
½ Day Field Trip: Yokohama China Town, Lunch there



DISCUSSION OF ROLE OF YOKOHAMA IN JAPAN

Day 27 (Sun)

8:00-9:00 am
Breakfast at Hotel




9:00-11:15 am
FREE TIME

11:15-11:30 am
Transit

11:30- 6:00 pm
1/2 Day Field Trip: Kamakura, lunch in Kamakura



DISCUSSION OF KAMAKURA PERIOD

7:00-8:00 pm
Dinner near Hotel

8:00 pm -
FREE TIME, Packing Time

Day 28
(Mon)

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at Hotel




8:45-9:30 am
Check out of Hotel




9:30-10:30 am
Transit, Return to Tokyo




10:30-11:00 am
Check into I-House




noon-1:00
Lunch near I-House

1:15 – 2:30 pm
Lecture 26: The Process of Resolving Environmental Issues 

2:45-4:30 pm
Lecture 27: Achieving Greater Gender Equality and Japanese Government Policies (by Chiba Prefecture government official)




4:30 pm-5:30 pm DISCUSSION  

5:30 pm - 
FREE TIME Study/Work on Papers, dinner on own

Day 29 (Tue)

8:00-8:45 am
Breakfast at I-House




8:45 am- 4:00 pm FREE TIME, Study/Work on Papers, lunch on own




4:00 –6:00 pm
Debriefing Session




6:00-8:00 pm
Dinner/Farewell Party at nearby restaurant

Day 30 (Wed)

7:45-8:30 am
Breakfast at I-House




8:30-9:00 am
Check out of I-House




9:00-10:30 am
Transit to Narita Airport to return to US

Post-Trip Meetings
UW-Whitewater two debriefing and course paper meetings.
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