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Course justification


The Department of Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Coaching has a limited number of 700 level courses. This course will help students fulfill the requirement for 700 level courses in the emphasis area of coaching/athletics.

 

Relationship to program assessment objectives


The course relates to the broad preparation of coaching professionals as defined by the National Association of Sport and Physical Education (NASPE). The proposed course partially meets one of the eight national standards developed for coaching, Social/Psychological Aspects. The course will allow graduate students to pursue more specialization and in-depth study in the area of sport

 

Budgetary impact

No additional financial resources or staff members will be necessary to accommodate this proposal. The department will be adjusting internally to teach the course. In addition, the library holdings have been increased over the last year and are now adequate.

 

Course description

This course provides students with an in-depth study of the social dimensions of sport in a modern industrialized society. The course will allow students to engage in an in-depth study of social factors that impact sport from both a theoretical and applied perspective.

 

Course requisites


Three credits in sociology as an undergraduate student or consent of the instructor.

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. 1.                    To provide students with the basic sociological concepts as they relate to sport.

2. 2.                    To provide the student with exposure to:

A. A.                  theoretical endeavors directed toward explaining the functions that sport serves in society, and

B. B.                   scientific investigations directed toward the nature of social interaction occurring within the sport environment.

3. 3.                    To help students understand how, by applying sociological concepts, theories and evidence, the contemporary structure of modern sport has emerged and how subcultures reflect the wider social processes.

4.
To identify the major factors involved in socialization processes related to sport.

5. 
To examine sport as a social organization and explore the role of athletes at various organizational 

levels.

6. 
To explore the relationships of sport to other institutions in society, including the family, education, government, politics, religion, economics, and the media.

7.
To understand the role of sport in central social issues, including racism, sexism, economic class, homophobia, and violence.

8. 8.         
To promote an understanding of small and large group processes, their influence upon sport and 

institutional patterns.

9.  
To investigate the impact of sport upon collective behavior and the potential of collective behavior for changing sport.

 

COURSE SYLLABUS

1.
Introduction to sport and society



Week 1& 2

A. A.                   What are dimensions of sport and society

B. B.                    Why study sports as a social phenomena

C. C.                    Social significance of sport

D. D.                    Methodical perspectives

2.  
Using social theories




Week 3

A. A.                  Theories used to study sports in society 

B. B.                   Best theoretical approaches

2. 2.                    Sports and socialization




Week 4
A. A.                  What is socialization

B. B.                   Socialization into and via sport

C. C.                   Changing or ending sport participation

4. 
Sports and Children




Week 5

A. A.                  Origin and development of organized youth sports.

B. B.                   Trends in youth sports

C. C.                   Recommendations for changing children's sports

D. D.                  Prospects for change

5. 
Gender and sports




Week 6

A. A.                  Participation and equity issues

B. B.                   Ideological and cultural issues

6. 6.         
Race and ethnicity




Week 7
A. A.                  Sports participation among racial and ethnic minorities

B. B.                   The dynamics of racial and ethnic relations in sports

C. C.                   Discrimination in sport

D. D.                  Social mobility

7. 
Social class





Week 8

A. A.                  Sports and economic inequality

B. B.                   Social class and sport participation patterns

C. C.                   Economic and career opportunities in sport

D. D.                  Social mobility

8. 8.         
Sports and the economy




Week 9
A. A.                  The emergence and growth of commercial sports

B. B.                   Owners, sponsors and promoters in commercial sports

C. C.                   Sports as a monopoly

9. 9.         
Sports and the media




Week 10
A. A.                  A two-way relationship

B. B.                   Images and messages in media sports

C. C.                   Gender discrimination and racism

D. D.                  The media's
[DJ1]        impact on sport and society

10. 
Sports and politics




Week 11

A. A.                  The sports-government connection

B. B.                   Politics and sports

11. 
Sports and academics




Week 12

A. A.                  Arguments for and against 

B. B.                   Interscholastic and intercollegiate experiences

C. C.                   Benefits and problems

12. 
Sports and religion




Week 13

A. A.                  Similarities and differences between sports and religions

B. B.                   The challenges of combining sports and religious beliefs

13. 
Deviance in sports




Week 14

A. A.                  Defining and studying deviance in sports

B. B.                   Deviance among athletes


C. C.                   Is deviance in sports out of control?

14. 
Violence in sports




Week 15 & 16

A. 
What is violence?

B. 
Violence on the field

C. C.                   Violence off the field

D. D.                  Violence among spectators

 

COURSE EVALUATION

1. 1.                    Two written exams

2. 2.                    One intensive applied project that is individually selected by the student

 

PROPOSED TEXT

Coakley, J. 2001. Sport in society: Issues & controversies. Madison, Wisconsin: McGraw-Hill.
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