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Course justification:                This course is being developed as a part of the revision of the graduate program in special education. The program revision reflects a change from a categorical teacher preparation program model (cognitive disabilities, emotional/behavioral disabilities, learning disabilities, early childhood special needs, and transition) to a master practitioner model.
Relationship to program assessment objectives: The MSE program is designed to facilitate teachers’ movement toward the NBPTS certificate in exceptional needs specialist. Specifically this course addresses standards II and V provided in the course objectives below.

Budgetary impact:                                The proposed course is a reconfiguration of 480-721 and aspects of 480-772, 780, and 782. No additional resources will be needed, as these courses will be discontinued.

Course description:          

The purpose of this course is to provide an in-depth graduate level theoretical foundation of the field of special education. Historical trends and current issues in the field of special education will be explored with an emphasis upon the impact these issues have on current practice. Current special education law and its interaction with practice will also be explored.

Course requisites:                                none

If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following: The course is not dual listed.

                                

Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:                                  
Objectives:

This course addresses the following National Board for Professional Teaching Standards for Exceptional Needs Specialists:

II. Knowledge of Special Education 
Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs draw on their knowledge of the philosophical, historical, and legal foundations of special education and their knowledge of effective special education practice to organize and design instruction. In addition, they draw on their specialized knowledge of specific disabilities to set meaningful goals for their students.

V. Knowledge of Subject Matter
Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs command a core body of knowledge in the disciplines and draw on that knowledge to establish curricular goals, design instruction, facilitate student learning, and assess student progress.


Specific Learning Outcomes related to NBPTS Standards: The graduate student is able to:

1. Identify both historical and current theorists in special education and articulate how these theorists impact educational practice.

2. Identify current issues facing special education practice and how these issues impact the educational structure of schools.

3. To understand current special education law and its role in guiding special education practice.

4. To be able to interpret case law as related to special education and delineate parameters of personal practice based upon awareness and interpretation of litigation.

5. To identify the ethical parameters of practice in special education.

Course Outline

Foundations of special education practice

                Traditional philosophies

                                Behavioral, Psychodynamic, Humanistic, Ecological, Medical

                Constructivism

                Postmodernism

                Critical theory

                Cultural studies

                Legal basis for special education

                Historical trends in neuropsychology

Critical Issues

                Overlap across Mild disabilities

                Effectiveness of labeling

                Least restrictive environment vs. free appropriate public education 

                Measuring effectiveness of interventions and programs

                Inclusion and Least Restrictive Environment

                Standards based education

                Diversity and overrepresentation

                Emerging issues

Legal Issues in Special Education

                IDEA-1997

                Americans with Disabilities Act

                Section 504

                Understanding the legal system

                Interpreting case law

                Wisconsin Due process hearings

Student Expectations:

1. Legal Review: Students will review one current legal requirement of IDEA-1997 and write and present a review of relevant articles, case law and Wisconsin due process hearings related to the topic to the class. 

2. Students will write 2 mini-review of the literature related to 2 critical issues in special education practice and delineate parameters in current educational practice in their classroom/school/district that represent these issues. Students will identify areas of need for future learning to assist in addressing these issues/needs.

3. Students will demonstrate basic theoretical knowledge and understanding of special education law through debates, examinations and oral presentations.
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