CURRICULUM PROPOSAL FORM #3
University of Wisconsin—Whitewater

NEW COURSE
" COURSE NUMBER:. 899 _-_380 ./ 589 — " EFFECTIVE TERM: Spring 2009
CROSS LISTED No. . - / ' :
COURSE TITLE: Gander apnd The Law
15 CHARACTER ARBREVIATION SGENDER_AND ~-LAW
25 CHARACTER ABBREVIATION GSENDER _AND ~THE _Law_____
SPONSCR (S) - Joan Schwarz
DEPARTMENT(S) . Women's Studies and Anthropolaay,

COLLEGE(S) : Cellege of Letters and Sciences
OTHER PROGRAMS AFFECTED: Socinloay Political Science

CHECKX IF THE COURSE Is TO MEET ANY CONTACT HOURS /CREDTTS

OF TEE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS .
Writing Requirement Total Lecture Hours 48
Diversigy Requirsmant Tctal Labk Kours

X Generzl Studies, Ares. c2ial Sciencag Total Contact Hoyrs 43
Computer Requirement Number of Credits 3

X Elective

I8 TEE COURSE REQUIRED TI¥. ISlTHE COURSE RSP_ATAELE: YES___, NC_x
Majcr/Emphasis If yes:
Minor/Emphasis No.of Times in Major and total No.of Cradirs
Other, No.of Times in Degres and total No.of Credits

ATTACH THE FOLLOWING:

I.

Iir.

IIz.

VII.

VIII.

3/98

COURSE JUSTIFICATION
RELATIONSHZIP To PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
BUDGETARY IMPACT

COURSE DESCRIPTION

REQUISITES

IF puanL LISTED, GRADUATE'LEVEL RESQUIREMENTS
TENTATIVE COURSE SYLLARUS

BIBLICGRADHY



GENDER AND THE LAW — =
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I. Course Justification:

Studies of law dealing with issues such as gender definitiocns,
inequality, reproduction, sexual harassment, domestic abuse,
privacy, and abortion comprise an important segment of Women's
Studies scholarship. Critical and analytic understanding of how
the law operates and develops is necessary to understanding
women's lives. This course will be cross-listed for use in
Socioclogy/Criminal Justice Emphasis, Criminal Justice Minor,
Legal Studies and for the Paralegal Certificate.

II. Relation to Program Objectives
A As an Elective in the Women's Studies Program

This course fulfills the education objectives of Women's
Studies by providing knowledge of "contemporary problems and
issues affecting women's lives® and of "feminist theories"
in the law. It fulfills the Cognitive Development Objectives
of Wemen's Studies by "developing critical thinking and
analytic abilities" and enabling women "to make important
connections" between scademic learning and women's lives. It
further fulfills the cognitive objectives by enabling
students to "envision new ways of solving problems® and
"recognize sexist bizs." This course fulfills the Skill
Objectives of Women's Studies by providing_“proficiency in
finding, assessing, and using research materials" in legal
studies, awareness of "contemporary and historical problem-
solving strategies" in the'law, and skill in written and
oral communication.

B. As & General Studies Social Sciences Opticn

This course furthers the gcals of General Education in the
following ways: It enables students to think critically and
analytically, integrate and synthesize knowledge, and draw
conclusions from complex information (Goal 1). It assists
students in developing an informed personal and political
value system (Goal



ITT.

Iv.

S VIT.

2) . The course will pProvide an appreciation of how the law :
affects people of different races, cultures, and c
genders (Goal 3). Tt will provide understanding of how
knowledge is generated, organized and tested ip the law
(Goal 4). It will provide skills in written and oral
communication (Goal 5) .

Budgetary Impact

' This course will be part of the regular rotation of Women's

Studies courses. Women Studies 890-301, Marriage Family and
Alternatives for Women will be taught less often. There will be

No need for new staffing, library budget, or instructional
resources.

Course Description

A study of legal, social, and morzal issues relate o4
such as the definirion of sexuszl cdiffersance, inegquality
workplace, lesbian and g&y rights, viglencs dgainst wom
abortion rights. How those issues have beern harndle

ist
and normatively within the lezal system will Ee investigated.
Regquisites
Junicr standing or consenc of instructor.
Graduate Level Requirements
Graduazte students will be reguired to 4o research in greztexr
depth and breadth in the case studies. They will also ke regquired
Lo write one additional research paper.
Tentative Course Syllabus

A Learning Cbjectives

1. Students will acqguire a knowledge base in law dealing
with gender issues. '

2. Students will be able to appreciate the law as a
distinctive combination of moral reasoning, historic
Precedent, normative Principle, and social practice
whose forms are historically and culturally varied.



OPerate in a case and critically analyze legal
reasoning.

4. Students will be able to identify socistal values and
contextual data embedded in legal issues.

5. Students will be able to explain in writing and orally
the facts in a legal case, the principles involved in
the case, and the implications of a judicial decision.

B. Topic Qutline
Unit I Judicial Reasoning and Precedent
Wesk 1. Judicial Reascning and Court Interprataticon

Wesk 2. The Legal Profession angd the Legal Syscam

Wesk 3. Juries and Community Participation in the Legzl
Proceass

Unit II Gender Issues - Women and the Workplace
T Week 2. Deconstructing Gender

Week 5. Ticle VIT Caseas

Wesk 6,‘Jurisprudence and Gender - The Equality Crisis
Unit IIT Discrimination Issues

Week 7. Gander Discrimination v. Sexual Harassment

Wesk 8. Sexual Harassment Cases (quid pro que and hostile

environment cases, employer responsibility,

evidentiary issues)

Week 9, Sexual Harassment Cases (defenses, Statutes of
limitation, remedies)

Unit Iv Abportion Issues

Week 10. Roe v. Wade - State of the Law Before Roe v. Wade




Weak

11. Roe v. Wade to the present

Unit V Women and Violence

Weeak

Weak

Weeak

Weak

12. Rights Theory and Bedily Assault
13. Rape Law in Historical Perspective
14. Varieties of Sexual Assault

15. Legal Remedies for Vieclence and Threats of
Violence.

Methods of Evaluation

. Class attendance and participation in class discussion.
One midterm and one final exam. '

Three oral and written criticzl cases s-udi

(For graduate students) A resezrch paper dealing in

depth with some aspect of gender and the

L VI 8 B

Proposed Texts

1) Bartlett, Katharine T. And Roseanne Kennedy, Feminist
Legal Theory: Readings in Law and Gemder. Eoulder,
Colorado: Westview Press, 1991.

2) Eonsigneore, John, et al. Before the Law: An
Introducticn to the Legal Process. Geneva, Illinois:
Houghton Mifflin Co., 199%4.

3) Schwarz. Women and the Law Reader (from Cepy Cats) --
selected readings..

This Reader will contain case law from both tha state
and federal levels. As an attorney, I have the entire
law librariss cn CD-ROM for all court systems in the
United States and will reproduce the relevant case law
in the reader.
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