To:
Richard Telfer





Date:
April 28, 2006

Provost & Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

From:
Barbara Monfils




Re:
Joint Program Review:


Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Liberal Studies BS/BA

Members of the Undergraduate Audit & Review Committee met on Friday, April 21, 2006, for the Joint Program Review of the BA/BS in Liberal Studies.  The Committee reviewed six areas:  Program Description and Context; Personnel; Enrollments; Program Description & Evaluation; Academic Support Services; and Cost.    For each area, the Committee noted strengths and questions and/or areas of concern.  A copy of the Report is attached.  The Committee also made a final recommendation regarding this program. 

The Committee concluded:  

The program is meeting the needs of students for whom it was developed (e.g., nontraditional students, transfer students from UW-Rock County, and undeclared UW-W majors).  However, the program did not anticipate the large influx of UW-W students on campus from other declared majors into this program.   The program enjoys continuity from faculty who were active when the program began, as well as a new faculty member.   Goals/objectives have been rewritten (although the Committee noted that more work needs to be done in distinguishing program goals from students’ learning outcomes).  The self-study reports a 40% growth in each of the past two years, and the number of graduates has increased during the past five years.   The self-study notes that in the future the program will be affected by the retirement of the current program coordinator.  However, the self-study does not address the potential impact of the online degree completion program in Liberal Studies that will be offered beginning in fall 2006. 

The Audit & Review Committee recommends the following:

Continuation of the Liberal Studies BA/BS and minor and scheduling the next complete review in five years as part of the University’s Audit & Review cycle, with the following two provisions:

1) The program should continue to develop the program’s assessment plan, which should include evaluation of both program goals and students’ learning outcomes, and submit a written progress report to the Dean of the College of Letters & Sciences and the Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs by May 1, 2007, with subsequent annual updates as needed.

2) In conjunction with the Dean of the College of Letters & Sciences or designee, the program should continue to develop a plan for the administration of the program.  This plan should specify an administrative structure that allows for the smooth succession of program coordinators, assignment of program faculty as advisors for the Senior Thesis, methods for further streamlining advisement procedures, and methods for monitoring the effects of the online degree completion option on the existing program.  Submit a progress report to the Dean of the College of Letters & Sciences and the Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs by May 1, 2007, with subsequent annual updates as needed.

Please let me know if you would like additional information about the Committee’s review of this program.

Cc:
R. Brooks


M. Pinkerton

